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ITEMS FROM THE ART MUSEUMS 

Mr. Fry has been fortunate in securing some remarkably interesting 
paintings in the short period that has elapsed since his appointment as 
curator of the Metropolitan Museum. Among these is a very fine Guardi 
in his earlier and richer manner — an important and excellent example. 
Another notable acquisition is a male portrait by Goya, "Don Sebastian 
Martinez," painted in 1799, a strong yet sensitive study, with something 
of that earnest probity of style which we find chiefly in his later works, and 
which Mr. Fry likens to a simultaneous change in French painting under 
David's influence. An early Lotto, a hitherto unidentified portrait of 
a young man and a very desirable example in good condition; a fine and 
unusually free and vigorous portrait of a woman by Nicholas Maes; a 
handsome Murillo, the "St. John" shown a short time ago at a sales 
room in Fifth Avenue; and a good Van Goyen, complete the list of the 
more important earlier pictures purchased. To these must be added an 
uncommonly interesting decorative composition by Carlo Caliari, for 
which the Museum is indebted to the generosity of Mr. Louis Ehrich. 
A "Holy Family." by Baroccio, and an "Adoration," by Luca Giordano 
— both of them desirable examples — seem to have been acquired some 
time ago, though neither of them has yet been exhibited. The modern 
examples include a fine Puvis de Chavennes, a little landscape by W. M. 
Hunt, and a "Girl and Cow" by Theodore Robinson, the last being a gift 
of Mr. W. T. Evans. 

Ji> The Metropolitan Museum of Art has lost in the San Francisco fire 
nearly all of the paintings bequeathed to it by Collis P. Huntington. The 
fire destroyed the old Huntington house. Mr. Huntington spent years in 
acquiring this collection. When he died the best pictures in his collection 
were willed to the Metropolitan Museum. A condition in the will, how- 
ever, left them in the. possession of the family during the fives of Mrs. 
Huntington and Archer M. Huntington. 

j* The Museum of Antwerp has acquired two works of Jordaens, "Mel- 
eagre and Atlanta," belonging to a wealthy collector of, Copenhagen, 
"The King Drinks," and drawings from another collector in Munich, 
also two portraits by Cornelius de Vos. 

Jb Dr. Denman W. Ross announced at the last meeting of the committee 
of the trustees of the Boston Art Museum, of which body he is a member, 
his gift of all objects in the Museum which are now lent by him. Dr. Ross's 
name is already closely associated with the collection of Japanese pottery 
and the textile collection which he has enriched by hundreds of remarkable 
pieces, and many other departments, including the library and photo- 
graph collections, bear witness also to his judgment and liberality. The 
present gift comprises his well-known series of Japanese prints, more 
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than eighteen hundred in number and of exceptional, quality — in fact, one 
of the chief collections in the world. Nearly one hundred Oriental paint- 
ings are also included, among which are works of Chinese, Japanese, and 
Thibetan artists, all of excellent quality. Besides these are many Japanese 
metal sword-guards, bronze vessels, and pieces of woodwork. In other 
directions there are three paintings by Monet, a Phillippe de Champaigne, 
a sketch by Tiepolo, a few water-colors (two by J. M. W. Turner), and some 
beautiful Persian illuminations. The collection, which consists of more 
than twenty-one hundred pieces in all, is a worthy mark of Dr. Ross's 
knowledge and taste no less than of his devotion to the Museum. 
J> Prof. William H. Holmes, archaeologist of the Smithsonian Institution, 
of Washington, has discovered that many of the specimens in the 
collection were made in a present-day factory in the City of Mexico. 
These embrace specimens of ancient Mexican pottery. Most of the spu- 
rious articles were presented by tourists, who probaby thought they were 
genuine, having been imposed on by unscrupulous dealers of the country. 
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SUNDAY ON THE BEACH 
After an Etching by Maurice H. Sterne 
(Recreation places for government consideration) 



